techniques. Be this as it may, the solid background of facts, so well marshalled in this excellent book, will form the essential basis for any new explanation and understanding of the role of chromosomes, and of their changes, in cancer. PAUL E POLANI About Epilepsy by Donald Scott MRCP DPM 2nd edn pp viii+ 189 £3.45 London:Duckworth 1973 This is a useful book, and although written primarily for nonmedical readers such as nurses, social workers and teachers, medical students and medical men who have not had much to do with the medical treatment of epilepsy and who need to know more will find it very useful.
It is well written and on the whole very clear. There are one or two points that the author might improve in the next edition. The drawing of the ventricles on page 13 might mean very little to those who have no prior knowledge of anatomy, while those who have will wonder where the arrows are pointing which are said to indicate 'pores'. There is a confusing sentence on page 40, where it is said that the normal response to a flickering light is 'localised to the brain'; presumably this is a misprint. The book is also intended for patients and their families, and the more intelligent and educated will certainly find it helpful. For the average patient it will be no substitute for careful explanation by the doctor, but the doctor's advice will be that much the better if he has read Dr Scott's book.
C J EARL
Handbook of Orthodontics for Students and General Practitioners by Robert E Moyers DDS PhD 3rd edn pp xiv+778 illustrated £12 Chicago: Year Book MedicalPublishers 1973 London: Lloyd-Luke Professor Moyers has expanded the text of his handbook in its third edition, but has broadly followed the original pattern. The first section deals with the biological background of growth and development and covers the skeletal and soft tissues. The teeth and developing occlusion are also included, with recognition of the variable patterns of individuality, and the etiology of malocclusion.
Section 2, entitled 'Diagnosis', details examination procedure, and includes classifications and analyses of malocclusions as well as the craniofacial skeleton and the orofacial musculature.
There follow chapters on the 'Biomechanics of tooth movement', and 'Planning orthodontic treatment', of which the former will be particularly useful to the student. Section 3 is intended to be used for reference by the interested practitioner. It is entitled 'Treatment', and includes indicated lines of treatment as well as documented cases and forms of apparatus, including removable appliances. There is a wealth of material here, but it is not intended to be the practitioner's vade-mecum with prescriptions for treatment.
The book is valuable because of the breadth of field which it covers, for the detail of its contents, including over 400 illustrations, and the extent of its chapter by chapter bibliography, though the omission of some useful European references is noted. As the author himself states: 'Although this is a third edition it will be found to be a new book written in response to the needs of a changing field in a changing profession'. It deserveseven at a price more than three times that of its predecessora place on library shelves accessible to senior undergraduates, postgraduates during their courses, as well as the interested practitioner to whom it is addressed in its title.
A C CAMPBELL

Cliniical Examination A Textbook for Students and Doctors by
Teachers of the Edinburgh Medical School edited by John Macleod 3rd edn pp xi +489 illustrated £4 Edinburgh &London: ChurchillLivingstone 1973 In the care of patients we constantly rediscover that a careful history and examination is the key to diagnosis. When students embark on their clinical training it is thus essential to introduce them to a systematic approach to eliciting historical facts from patients, and to noticing abnormalities on physical examination. This book provides such an approach.
In this third edition there has been one major (and sensible) change of emphasis. The chapter on 'Examination of the psychological state' has been brought forward to follow the first chapter, which deals with history taking. This emphasizes the importance of psychosomatic interactions in all disease states. Apart from this, the traditional approach to the various systems of the body is followed, with each chapter covering history and symptoms, methods of examination and the significance of any abnormal findings. The chapter on the nervous system has been rewritten, with an excellent emphasis on the anatomical and physiological background to the various tests. There are separate chapters on the locomotor system, on the infant and child, the use of the ophthalmoscope and the basic techniques used in the examination of urine, blood, vomit, feces &c.
There is very little to criticize in this book, and much to praise. The reference to case notes in Chapter 1 and in the appendix is perhaps a little brief. More emphasis might be given to the importance of writing diagnostic plans and structured progress notes -two of the most useful aspects of Weed's problem-orientated approach to record keeping. On the credit side, the chapter on the use of the ophthalmoscope is excellent and the writing everywhere is precise and stimulating. The book can be recommended to all clinical students and it could be read with great advantage by candidates for the membership diploma. It is well produced, reasonably priced, and would be an asset in any doctor's library.
C I ROBERTS
Structure of the Human Body by Weston D Gardner MD and William A Osburn MMA 2nd edn pp xvii+516 illustrated £5.10 Philadelphia &c.: WB Sadnders 1973 Those who, six years ago, welcomed the appearance of this textbook of human structure, will appreciate the improvements in this second edition. These include an excellent and succinct account of early development, and additional histological and ultrastructural detail in correlation with macroscopic structure. The book does not claim to deal with such matters sufficiently to ,displace specific texts, or to offer a complete course except at a most elementary level. Nevertheless, it does provide an integration of structure at all levels of organization often and perhaps characteristically absent from 'anatomical' texts, and this adds greatly to its value and readability. To the original attractive illustrations many more have been added. To maintain an economic price the illustrations are half-tone, except for a small concentration of 16 plates, a so-called 'atlas', curiously isolated in the section on muscles. This adds little to the book, though these plates are, like the rest of the figures, of good quality. The authors are to be praised for succeeding in compressing so much information within the compass of 500 pages. ROGER The gastroenterological surgeon faced with a decision as to whether to pay £4.70 for this book may well ask what progress has occurred in the last four years which justifies yet another book on the subject. 'Vagotomy on Trial' is based on the proceedings of a one-day symposium in Holland at the beginning of 1972. It contains 12 chapters, two of which are devoted to gastrectomy, the remainder dealing with all aspects of vagotomy, including its use in gastric ulcer and emergency situations. Not surprisingly a considerable proportion of the contents is devoted to the technique and results of proximal gastric vagotomy, an operation that has been practised in the United Kingdom only since 1969. Although this is an entertaining and mostly well written book its publication is surely premature. Virtually all the information it contains on the newer types of vagotomy has been widely publicized in the medical journals and at conferences. In their conclusion the authors admit that the case for vagotomy is not proven and that the different techniques are still sub judice, conclusions that are hardly worth reporting every four years. Even so, I enjoyed reading it. M H IRVING Extrasystoles and Allied Arrhythmias by David Scherf MD FACP FACC and Adolf Schott MD FRCP FACC 2nd edn pp xiv+1041 illustrated £16 London: William Heinemann Medical 1973 This textbook still constitutes the authoritative work on extrasystoles. They are dealt with in depth in a thoroughly competent manner, most of the book being devoted to detailed consideration of historical, physiological and clinical aspects. It is no exaggeration to say that each of the authors has made the subject his life work and, such have the advances in this field been in the 20-year interval between the two editions, that the second edition virtually constitutes a new book. In addition to extrasystoles, the two pararrhythmias, parasystole and atrioventricular association, are fully described, and relatively brief mention is made of atrial flutter and fibrillation and paroxysmal tachycardia.
Although the volume by its very size must be classed as one of reference, it is readable, clearly written and very clinically orientated. It is as up to date as the gestation of such a book permits, and such subjects as electroversion and paired pulse stimulation are adequately dealt with, but, as the authors are themselves well aware, the importance of His bundle electrograms has recently become of such considerable clinical value that already the next edition must give fuller consideration to this increasingly important aspect of electrocardiography. The two authors do not always agree with each other in every detail and do not hesitate to say so. Although one of them works in New York and
